Mini-briefs are divided into five parts: Citation, Introduction, Summary, Majority Opinion(s) and Dissenting Opinion(s).

· The Citation provides reference numbers and sources for a case, including defendant and plaintiff names.
· The Introduction describes the nature of the legal dispute.  In this class, it will always be a constitutional issue.  The description should include a very short lineage that explains how the case made its way through the lower courts.
· The Summary presents important facts of the case, especially those that are being argued.  It should be no more than one (1) page long.  Most students fail to identify salient issues and provide long, overly broad and tedious summaries.
· The Majority Opinion summarizes the majority (ruling) decision.  Well written summaries require students to understand and distill complex issues.
· The Dissenting Opinion argues against the Majority Opinion.  Not every case has a Dissenting Opinion.  Sometimes, Dissenting Opinions are more interesting and insightful than Majority Opinions.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]About 4 pages in length. 

The highest grades will be given to mini-briefs that convey understanding of the ideas expressed by the Justices in making their decisions. 


MINI-BRIEF TOPIC: 

· Mini-Brief #2- PEARSON v. CALLAHAN (2009), 129 S. Ct. 808.  Clarified SAUCIER v. KATZ (2001) and HARLOW v. FITZGERALD (1982).  These cases established qualified (and absolute) immunity for government officials, including police officers.  

